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First Grade Science Report Card Rubric – Fourth Nine Weeks 

Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade State 
Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Matter and How Energy Changes Matter 

I can classify solid 
objects by properties. 
1.5A 

The student does not 
accurately sort the sample 
objects by any of the 
following properties: shape, 
color, texture, relative size, 
or relative mass. 
 

 

The student accurately sorts 
the sample objects by the 
shape, color, texture, relative 
size, and relative mass. 

The student sorts items into 
groups and explains the 
criteria that were used to sort 
the items (shape, color, 
texture, relative size, and 
relative mass). 

The student sorts items into groups 
and explains two or more criteria 
that were used to sort the items  
 
Example: Group 1 contains objects 
that are red and round. 

I can predict and 
identify changes to 
materials caused by 
heating and cooling. 
1.5B 

The student does not 
communicate observations 
about how materials can be 
changed by heating or cooling. 
 

The student records 
observations about how 
materials can be changed by 
heating and cooling.  
 
and  
 
The student identifies a pattern 
of melting and freezing related 
to temperature. 

The student predicts and 
describes changes in materials 
caused by heating and cooling.  
 
and  
 
The student uses evidence to 
confirm or disprove their 
prediction. 

The student compares the process 
of melting and freezing using the 
terms cooling, heating, solid, liquid, 
warmer temperature, and cooler 
temperature. 

  

 

I can classify objects 
by the materials from 
which they are made. 
1.5C 

The student does not accurately 
sort the sample objects by any 
of the materials that made the 
item. 
 

The student accurately sorts 
the sample objects by the 
materials that made the item. 
 
 
 

The students sort items into 
groups and explains the 
criteria that were used to sort 
the items. 
 
Example: Group 1 contains 
objects that are made of 
wood, group 2 contains items 
that are made of cotton, etc. 

The student sorts items into groups 
and explains two or more criteria 
that were used to sort the items  
 
Example: Group 1 contains objects 
that are made from plastic and 
metal. 
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Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade State 
Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Force, Motion, and Forms of Energy 

I can identify how 
different forms of 
energy are important 
to everyday life. 1.6A 

The student does not 
identify sources of light, 
heat, and sound used in daily 
life. 
 

The student identifies 
sources of light, heat, and 
sound used in daily life. 
 

The student identifies and 
explains how sources of 
light, heat, and sound are 
used in daily life. 

The student identifies a problem 
and how light, heat, or sound 
energy can be used to solve the 
problem.  
 
Example: Someone who is blind 
cannot see a “Walk” signal light at 
a crosswalk. A sound could be used 
as a signal to alert a blind person 
when it’s safe to cross the road. 
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Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade 
State Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Force, Motion, and Forms of Energy 

I can describe how 
magnets push or pull 
objects. 1.6B 

The student does not identify 
whether or not an object is 
repelled or attracted by a 
magnet. 
 

 

The student identifies whether or 
not an object is repelled or 
attracted by a magnet. 
 

The student describes how a 
magnet has a force (unseen 
but felt) that can be used to 
both pull (attract)/push 
(repel) on parts of other 
magnets and pull (attract) on 
some objects. 

The student independently 
designs and carries out an 
investigation about 
magnetic forces to answer 
questions such as: What 
parts of (different shaped) 
magnets have the ability to 
attract and repel? Is the 
size of a magnet related to 
its strength? How far way is 
a magnet able to apply a 
force on objects? 

I can demonstrate and 
describe patterns of 
movement. 1.6C 

The student does not record their 
observations of how an object will 
change position over time. 
 
and 
 
The students does not use 
positional words, such as straight 
line, zig zag, up and down, back 
and forth, round and round, and 
fast and slow, to describe how an 
object spins, slides, or rolls. 

The student can record their 
observations of how an object will 
change position over time. 
 
and/or 
 
The students uses positional 
words, such as straight line, zig 
zag, up and down, back and forth, 
round and round, and fast and 
slow, to describe how an object 
spins, slides, or rolls. 

The student can record their 
observations and accurately 
predict how an object will 
change position over time. 
 
and 
 
The students uses positional 
words, such as straight line, 
zig zag, up and down, back 
and forth, round and round, 
and fast and slow, to describe 
how an object spins, slides, or 
rolls. 

The student creates a 
diagram showing the 
changes of location of an 
object over time and 
describes the changes in 
position or distance 
traveled.  
 
and  
 
The student explains the 
similarities and differences 
between the properties of 
objects that display 
particular patterns of 
motion (spinning, rolling, 
sliding, speed, etc.).  
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Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade 
State Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Earth and Space 

I can compare, 
describe, and sort parts 
of soil. 1.7A 

The student does not describe 
components of soil. 
 

The student describes or lists 
components of soil. 
 

The student can compare, 
describe, and sort soil by 
its size, texture, and color. 
 

The student provides 
evidence 
that relates the 
properties of a 
soil sample (capacity to 
retain 
water and support plant 
growth) to the 
components of 
the soil.  

I can identify and 
describe natural 
sources of water. 1.7B 

The student does not identify 
and describe that water comes 
from different natural sources. 

The student can identify that 
water comes from different 
natural sources. 

The student can identify 
different sources of water 
and describe that water from 
different sources has 
different characteristics, such 
as color, smell, size, type, and 
movement. 

The student can explain 
and justify why natural 
sources of water are 
important to living 
organisms. 
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Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade State 
Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Earth and Space 

I can record weather 
information. 1.8A 

The student does not 
cooperatively use symbols, 
numbers and words to 
record daily weather data. 

 

The student cooperatively uses 
symbols, numbers and words 
to record daily weather data.  

The student independently uses 
symbols, numbers and words to 
record daily weather data.  

The student independently finds 
relationships between daily 
weather conditions and seasonal 
weather patterns and uses data 
to justify his/her claim. 

I can identify 
characteristics of the 
seasons and day and 
night. 1.8C 

The student does not use 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of daytime 
include more light than 
nighttime. 
 
and 
 
The student does not use 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of different 
seasons include more or 
less warmth than other 
seasons. 
 

The student uses 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of daytime 
include more light than 
nighttime. 
 
and 
 
The student uses 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of different 
seasons include more or 
less warmth than other 
seasons. 

The student uses 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of daytime 
include more light and 
warmth than nighttime.  
 
and  
 
The student uses 
investigational data to 
identify that the 
characteristics of different 
seasons include more or less 
daylight and warmth than 
other seasons. 

The student independently 
makes the generalization that 
daytime is generally warmer 
because the Sun is in the sky 
during the day and produces 
heat as well as light during the 
daytime and uses 
investigational data to justify 
their claim.  
 
and  
 
The student independently 
makes the generalization that 
summertime is generally 
warmer because of the 
daytime is longer during the 
summertime and uses 
investigational data to justify 
their claim. 

  



 

6   
Elementary Science Department – Life Schools                                                                                                                                                                                                              

First Grade Science Report Card Rubric – Fourth Nine Weeks 

Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade State 
Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

I can record 
changes in the 
appearance of 
objects in the sky. 
1.8B 

The student does not 
cooperatively document 
observations of the position 
of the Sun/Moon at 
different times during the 
day and the Moon on 
different nights. 
 

The student cooperatively 
documents observations of 
the position of the 
Sun/Moon at different 
times during the day and 
the Moon on different 
nights. 

The student independently 
documents observations of 
the position of the Sun/Moon 
at different times during the 
day and the Moon on 
different nights. 

The student independently 
relates the motion of the Sun 
across the sky to the length 
and direction (cast) of 
shadows.  
 
and/or  
 
The student independently 
documents the appearance of 
the Moon over a long period 
time (2 or more months) and 
makes generalization about 
the pattern of the lunar cycle. 

Organisms and Environments 

I can classify living 
and nonliving 
things. 1.9A 

The student does not 
accurately sort or 
determine if objects are 
living or nonliving based 
upon having basic needs 
and/or producing offspring. 

The student accurately 
determines if objects are 
living or nonliving based 
upon having basic needs 
and/or producing offspring 
and justifies their claim. 
 

The student accurately sorts 
living and nonliving things 
based upon having basic 
needs and/or producing 
offspring.  The student is able 
to justify their classifications. 
 
 

The student independently  
determines that some objects 
are neither living nor nonliving 
based upon having basic 
needs and/or producing 
offspring.  
 
and 
 
The student develops criteria 
that categorize organisms into 
a living, nonliving, or once 
living group. 
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Learning Goal 1 = Area of Concern 2 = Progress Being Made 
Towards First Grade State 

Standards 

3 = Meets First Grade State 
Standards 

4 = Understanding Goes 
Beyond First Grade State 

Standards 

Organisms and Environments 

I can gather evidence 
on how living things 
depend on each 
other. 1.9B, 1.9C 

The student does not 
communicate examples of 
interactions between two or 
more organisms. 
 

 

The student documents 
examples of interactions 
between two or more 
organisms. 

 

The student documents 
interactions between two or 
more organisms and explains 
evidence that the organisms 
are interdependent on each 
other using simple food chains.  

The student identifies nonliving 
factors in the environment that 
affect the growth and behavior of 
organisms. 

I can investigate how 
physical 
characteristics of 
animals are related to 
where they live, how 
they eat, and how 
they move. 1.10A 

The student does not give 
examples of how an 
animal’s external 
characteristics that are 
related to where it lives, 
how it moves, and what it 
eats. 
 

The student gives examples 
of how an animal’s external 
characteristics that are 
related to where it lives, 
how it moves, and what it 
eats. 

The student uses evidence 
to prove that an animal’s 
external characteristics are 
related to where it lives, 
how it moves, and what it 
eats. 

The student compares how the 
physical characteristics and 
behaviors of organisms help 
them to meet their basic needs. 

I can compare parts of 
plants. 1.10B 

The student does not 
identify similar parts of 
different plants. 
 

The student identifies 
similar parts of different 
plants. 

The student compares 
differences and similarities 
between like parts of 
different plants. 

The student compares how the 
characteristics of plant parts of 
different plants help to meet 
their needs. 

I can identify how 
young animals 
resemble their 
parents. 1.10C 

The student does not match 
young animals to the parent 
animals and justify his/her 
selections. 
 

The student matches young 
animals to the parent 
animals and justify his/her 
selections. 
 
 

The student independently 
creates a list of the ways a 
young animal might and 
might not resemble the 
parent animals.  
 

The student compares how 
young and adult plants 
resemble each other in similar 
ways to the ways that young 
and adult animals resemble 
each other. 

I can make and record 
observations of 
animal life cycles. 
1.10D 

The student does not 
communicate observations 
of a simple animal life cycle. 
 

The student communicates 
observations of a simple 
animal life cycle. 
 

The student documents the 
careful study of simple 
animal life cycles to identify 
common stages in simple 
animal life cycles. 

The student compares the 
simple plant life cycle to simple 
animal life cycles. 

 


